reflecting educational excellence

2009-2010
Budget Documents

Budget Vote and Election
Tuesday, May 19, 2009
6:00 AM to 9:00 PM
High School Gymnasium



Dear Community Members:

- This year has been one of tumultuous financial events for our community and natlon Our school
district has struggled with the uncertainties of state and federal funding for education, with
projections of no increase in aid or other revenues, and with never ending increases in financial
mandates - health costs, pension costs, salary projections, insurance, and utilities. I am pleased to .
report to you, however, that the district continues to achieve in three significant areas: our
academic growth is solid; our community has come together to support our young people in all of
their academic and social skill activities, and our constructlon projects are on time and on budget.

Our budget this year reflects the district's concern about the changmg economics of our nation. It
is fiscally prudent, while keeping academics as our first priority. We have been able to cut and
~ trim with minimal impact on academic programs. .

Community support for all of our student activities has been overwhelming! Parents, extended
* family, village and town members and organizations, have been involved in our events to a great
level. Student projects this school year have been numerous and include: in CES, historic murals,
“Be the Book™ plays, visits to the Thomas Cole house, Freedom Boxes for military overseas,
delivery of senior meals at lunch for our elderly neighbors; grades 7 — 12 extended day program;
River of Dreams quadricentennial play and collaboration with local schools: Coxsackie and Cairo,
spirit games, our Ambassador Club work for autism, Santa's Helpers raised over $10,000, Rachel's
Challenge, Yellow Ribbon (our kids presented in Albany!), TOPS, sports teams, “Bye-Bye
Birdie”, Honor Society blood drive, Spring Rush - and so-much more. ,

We will open school with a new secondary Library Media Center with a Distance Learning
Classroom, a Digital Media Production Classroom, a new Middle School Cafeteria, new High
School main entrance and Guidance Center. The 2009-2010 year will also bring the renovation of
the two Administration Buildings, which have taken a “back seat” while we focus on improving
the instructional space. - .

Your Board of Education members understand how difficult financial circumstances are for our
community.  We have a solid financial foundation from which to work in this district, and we will
continue to curtail unnecessary expenditures while maintaining a high quality school experience
for our young people. They are our future and they need our support, guidance, and commitment.
The estimated tax levy increase is $163,870, a 1.04 percent increase from 2008-2009. The tax
rate is projected to be 0.98% in the Town and Village of Catskill, 1.79% in the Town and Village
of Athens, and 4.08% in the Town of Cairo.

Our school ski club will sponsor the Third Annual Ice Cream Sundae Sale durlng the Budget Vote
and Board Candidate election, and Catskill Communities that Care will hold the First Community
Spaghetti Dinner in our cafeteria. Come, eat; vote, and eat again! Our community supports our
students-and scheols, and we are all fortunate to be able to work together to make good things
happen for our children. We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, May 19th, and on many days
this spring at school and community activities.

Sincerely,

James Garafalo Kathleen P. Farrell, Ph.D.
President, Board of Education . Superintendent



