The Standards
	Grade 1 Science Standards

	Life Sciences

2. Plants and animals meet their needs in different ways. As a basis for understanding this concept, students know:

a. different plants and animals inhabit different kinds of environments and have external features that help them thrive in different kinds of places.

b. plants and animals both need water; animals need food, and plants need light.

c. animals eat plants or other animals for food and may also use plants or even other animals for shelter and nesting.

d. how to infer what animals eat from the shapes of their teeth (e.g., sharp teeth: eats meat; flat teeth: eats plants).


The Project

	Project Title and Overview:
	Head Start for  Turtles
Students create a safe and healthy environment for baby turtles to grow and thrive in.  They identify the factors involved in caring for the turtles and track their growth, development, eating habits, habitat preferences, etc., throughout the duration of the project. Using what we learn from our experience we will inform other schools about our Turtle Head Start Program.



	Major Student Work:


	· Oral presentation
· Turtle stories
· Word bank
· Visual dictionary of turtles
· Charts of turtle growth


Driving Questions Options

	1. How do we use our experiences and learning with the Turtle Head Start Program to help other schools participate in the program?

	2. What can we learn about animals from observing the different parts (features) of their bodies?

	3. Should humans help animals to survive?


Analysis Prompts

	Question 1: Can my students read and comprehend the driving question? 

	Question 2: Is the driving question open-ended or can it be answered with a “yes” or “no?” 

	Question 3: Does the driving question allow me to create a local context for the topic(s) under study? 

	Question 4: Does the driving question offer opportunities for students to express voice and choice? 

	Question 5: Does the driving question ask students to engage in an inquiry that is both rigorous and relevant? 

	Question 6: Does the driving question allow me to design both individual and collaborative tasks that require higher-level thinking skills? 

	Refining Question 7: Does the driving question require students to learn new skills and knowledge and to demonstrate deep understandings or real-world applications? 


Final Task: Refine, improve, rewrite or create an original driving question that is appropriate for the standards under study and the work required of the students.

	


