The Standards
	Social Studies Standards

	8.3.5 Know the significance of domestic resistance movements and ways in which the central government responded to such movements

8.4.4 Discuss daily life, including traditions in art, music, and literature, of early national America

8.5.3 Outline the major treaties with American Indian nations during the administrations of the first four presidents and the varying outcomes of those treaties

8.6.4 Study the lives of black Americans who gained freedom in the North and founded schools and churches to advance their rights and communities. 

8.6.6 Examine the women's suffrage movement

8.8.1 Describe the role of pioneer women and the new status that western women achieved

8.9.6 Describe the lives of free blacks and the laws that limited their freedom and economic opportunities

8.12.4 Discuss entrepreneurs, industrialists, and bankers in politics, commerce, and industry (e.g., Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, Leland Stanford). 

8.12.7 Name the significant inventors and their inventions and identify how they improved the quality of life (e.g., Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, Orville and Wilbur Wright). 


The Project

	Project Title and Overview:
	American Archetypes

Students become marketing teams for major food corporations who are asked to review their corporation’s choice of an archetypal character to sell their product (Puritan Oil, Calumet Baking Soda, Marlboro cigarettes, Aunt Jemima syrup, etc.).  Students research the historical features of their group’s archetype and then determine if that archetype is appropriate for the values of modern America and attractive to consumers. Each team presents its findings and recommendations to a panel of community members.

	Major Student Work:


	· Oral presentation/marketing recommendation

· Customer surveys and analysis

· PowerPoint

· Group report – historical analysis of archetype


Driving Questions Options
	1. How do archetypal cultural characters shape our actions?

	2. Do archetypal cultural characters from the distant past continue to embody our values in a dynamic, evolving society?

	3. How does the past shape the future?


Analysis Prompts

	Question 1: Can my students read and comprehend the driving question? 

	Question 2: Is the driving question open-ended or can it be answered with a “yes” or “no?” 

	Question 3: Does the driving question allow me to create a local context for the topic(s) under study?

	Question 4: Does the driving question offer opportunities for students to express voice and choice? 

	Question 5: Does the driving question ask students to engage in an inquiry that is both rigorous and relevant? 

	Question 6: Does the driving question allow me to design both individual and collaborative tasks?

	Refining Question 7: Does the driving question require students to learn new skills and knowledge and to demonstrate higher-level understandings or applications?


Final Task: Refine, improve, rewrite or create an original driving question that is appropriate for the standards under study and the work required of the students.

	


