	Project Overview part 1: define 

	Name of Project:
	Terrapin Rescue Project
	Duration: 6 months

	Subject/Course:
	Science
	Grade Level: 3rd Grade

	Other subject areas to be included, if any:
	Language Arts, Math

	

	Project Idea 
Summary of the issue, challenge, investigation, scenario, or problem:
	Create a safe and healthy environment for the terrapins to grow and thrive in.  Identify the factors involved in caring for the terrapins and tracking their progress throughout the six months they are in our school. Using what we learn from our experience we will inform other schools about the Terrapin Head Starting Program.


	Driving Question
	How do we use our experiences and learning with the Head Starting Program to help other schools participate in the program? 

	Content and Skills Standards to be addressed:
	

	                                                                                
	T+A
	E
	
	T+A
	E

	21st Century Skills 
to be explicitly taught and assessed (T+A) or that will be encouraged (E) by project work, but not taught or assessed:
	Collaboration
	x
	x
	Other:
	
	

	
	Presentation 
	x
	x
	
	
	

	
	Critical Thinking:
	x
	x
	
	
	

	
	
	            
	Presentation Audience:

	Culminating Products and Performances
	Group:
	Sections of a “how to” book will be assigned to small groups (audience-schools participating or planning to participate in the Head Start Program)

Power Point Presentation that the students will put together in their small groups (audience-students and teachers from grades 2-5, Jeff  Popp from the Turtle Institute, 3rd grade teachers from surrounding schools
	Class:
	

	
	
	
	School:
	X

	
	
	
	Community:
	X

	
	Individual:
	Brochures that the students will be working on individually to inform schools that do not participate in the Head Start Program (audience-schools that are not participating in the Head Start Program)
	Experts:
	X

	
	
	
	Web:
	

	
	
	
	Other:

	Project Overview part 2: design

	“Grabber” to launch inquiry & generate interest:
	 Jeff Popp will come in and introduce the terrapins to the 3rd  grade students to get them excited about working with the terrapins. 


	Assessments
	Formative Assessments

(Checkpoints During Project)
	Quizzes/Tests
	x
	Practice Presentations
	x

	
	
	Journal/Learning Log
	x
	Notes
	x

	
	
	Preliminary Plans/Outlines/Prototypes
	
	Checklists
	x

	
	
	Rough Drafts
	
	Concept Maps
	

	
	
	Online Tests/Exams
	
	Other: graphs, charts, outlines, line plots
	x

	
	Summative Assessments

(End of Project)


	Written Product(s), with rubric: 

__________________________________________________
	
	Other Product(s) or Performance(s), with rubric:

__________________________________________________
	

	
	
	Oral Presentation, with rubric
	x
	Peer Evaluation
	x

	
	
	Multiple Choice/Short Answer Test 
	
	Self-Evaluation
	x

	
	
	Essay Test
	
	Other:
	

	.

	Debriefing Methods
	(Individual, Group, and/or Whole Class)
	Journal/Learning Log
	x
	Focus Group
	

	
	
	Whole-Class Discussion
	x
	Fishbowl Discussion
	

	
	
	Survey
	
	Other:
	

	 

	Resources

Needed


	On-site people, facilities:
	Jeff Popp from the Terrapin Institute

	
	Equipment:
	Tank                   Smart Board        Lights      Rocks         Turtle Food

Computers          Filters                  Plants      Heater

	
	Materials:
	Journals   

	
	Community resources:
	Jeff Popp from the Terrapin Institute

Horse Head Nature Center where the terrapins will be released


	Project Teaching and Learning Guide

	Project: Terrapin Rescue Project
	Course/Semester: Science

	
	

	Knowledge and Skills Needed by Students

to successfully complete culminating products and 

performances, and do well on summative assessments
	Scaffolding / Materials / Lessons to be Provided 

by the project teacher, other teachers, experts,

mentors, community members

	Practice using measuring tape, thermometer, clocks,

stop watch, and rulers
	(

	Using the tools the students will practice through hands on activities


	Read and create graphs, charts, line plots
	(

	Students will have the opportunity to create graphs and charts through science and math lessons and in the computer lab

	Become familiar with Power Point Program
	(

	Students will create a power point presentation for their City Wildlife Research project and present it to the class using the Smart Board 

	Learn the anatomy of terrapins
	(

	Researching on the web and in the schools media center. Label a diagram of a terrapin

	Learn the elements of expository text
	(

	Practice with explicit instruction lessons and writing an expository paper on birds and their habitats

	How to assemble a book (parts of book)
	(

	Teacher will show students examples of “how to” books and discuss the parts of the book

	Practice working in cooperative groups. Having an assigned job in a group.  Assessing each other and themselves.
	(

	Group investigation and inquiry projects, math games at the end of each lesson, literature circles


	PROJECT CALENDAR

	project: Terrapin Rescue Program
	Start Date:2009

	

	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	                                       PROJECT WEEK ONE

	      Language Arts

KWL Terrapins

Prior Knowledge
Introduce Vocabulary 

Infuse throughout the project

	     Language Arts

Generate student questions about a “how to” book

Talk about driving question and discuss book. Show examples of books
	      Language Arts
Generate topics for the book

Establish cooperative groups that will work on sections of the book.
	       Technology

Computer Lab-show web sites and  
Go to the media to find resources in the library

	              Math

Model the tools that we will be using to collect data.

	PROJECT WEEK TWO

	Create a graphic organizer and begin working on locating the information to be written in the book

	Develop a rough draft of their chapter pages for the book

Visit from turtle expert to provide additional resources and knowledge
	
	
	

	PROJECT WEEK THREE
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